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Land & Sea Conference — Securepay endorsed   
by Board for purpose of online payments.  If 
successful, Finance Officer will investigate 
further usage for sale of arts. 
 
Festival—The Board confirmed that “ Great 
Australian Corroborree”  would remain the theme 
for the 2007 Indigenous Land and Sea 
Conference and Cultural Festival. 
 
Arts Centre—The Board endorsed an ICC 
submission for an Arts Centre to be housed at 
Girringun. 
 
WTMA CCC—With the resignation of Charlie 
Morganson, the Board endorsed that Russell 
Butler Jnr is now the WTMA Community 
Consultative Committee representative. 
 
New Act—Chair and Executive Officer to invite 
ORAC to address Board concerning upcoming 
changes to the Act.  
 
IPA—Board approved that Chair and Executive 
Officer  continue with submission to declare the 
TUMRA as an IPA. 

 

0 HHWLQJ� + HOG� � � � � � � �  
 
Construction Training Qld (CTQ) — Board 
endorsed employment of a Community Support 
Officer through CTQ with the position to be 
housed at Girringun Aboriginal Corporation.  
The Board voiced its support of opportunities 
for Regional Consultation meetings with CTQ 
and that Girringun facilitates these meetings. 
 
Rainforest Cup—2007 Rainforest Cup will be  
hosted by Girringun Aboriginal Corporation and 
held in Ingham later this year. 
 
ARC—Lillian Freeman chosen to represent 
Girringun on the ARC Advisory Committee until 
such time as someone else can be nominated 
for this role. 
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Cultural & Natural Resource Management Unit (CNRM) 
(Leigh Pentecost—Manager), Rod Nielson (GIS), Yvonne Muller (Heritage Officer) 

 In March 2007, Leigh Pentecost and Rod Nielson travelled to Townsville to present Girringun’s cultural heritage 
information management methodology to the Traditional Owner groups of Burdekin Dry Tropics NRM and to give an overview of 
Girringun’s involvement in natural resource management. 
 
 On the 26th of April 2007, the Tully Times ran an article called “Putting Girringun on the Map”. The article talked about 
the use of technology i.e. GPS and GIS (global positioning system and geographical information system) in managing and 
mapping cultural heritage.  Since then 3 other articles about the unit have appeared in the Tully Times. 
 
  In June Rod Nielson attended the Native Title Conference in Cairns. The conference provided Rod with an insight into 
some of the intricacies of the native title process. Rod was able to meet with several other GIS analysts who have been working 
closely with Aboriginal people in other parts of Australia in cultural heritage and Aboriginal landscape management. 
 
 One of the few benefits to come from TC Larry was that the Queensland Government undertook high resolution aerial 
photography acquisition over the cyclone impact area. Over Girringun’s area of interest this extends over a triangular area from 
Cardwell in the south to Innisfail in the north to Ravenshoe and Koombooloomba Dam in the west. This aerial photography 
allows vegetation and infrastructure on the ground to be identified and located. 
 
  One of the problems with accurately locating cultural heritage places on the ground using a GPS is the inability to 
access properties. Where we have aerial photography coverage comes a long way to overcoming this problem. Recently we 
have been able to more accurately locate sites by sitting with Elders who are able to recognise features in the landscape on the 
aerial photography and are then able to accurately show where a place is located. The GIS allows us to identify the new (more 
accurate) location coordinates which are then used to update the cultural heritage database. 
 
  Locations interpreted from the aerial photography are accurate to about 10 metres, which is better than the locations 
from many of the previous researchers who were limited by 1:50,000; 1:100,000 and 1:250,000 scale maps or by GPS before 
selective availability was switched off in 2001. 
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PRESERVING HISTORY:  
(Above) Claude Beeron from Jumbun is working with Rod Nielson and Philip Pentecost to ensure valuable 
information regarding significant sites in the Girringun area, is recorded accurately to create a permanent record 
accessible to future generations of traditional owners. 



GIRRINGUN GALLERY – Nina Dawson 3DJH�� �

 Well, we've got another great year of art workshops and exhibitions ahead of us… and of course the upcoming 
National Land and see conference and Cultural Festival in October!! All great opportunities to get creative and show off our 
unique rainforest art and culture!!!    
 
 And its already started!!! 
 
  From Februrary to April this year, Girringun weavers from Jumbun and Tully exhibited in the Cairns Regional Art 
Gallery Abbott Street window display on the corner of Shield and Abbott Streets, in conjunction with the travelling exhibition by 
Arnhem Land weavers called ‘Twinned Together'.  This was a great location to exhibit, where lots of people got to see the 
beautiful weavings and was great promotion for the artists. 
 
 On the 15th of April, ‘Bunyaydinyu' Rainforest Weaving exhibition opened at the Perc Tucker Regional Gallery in 
Townsville.  This exhibition runs in the Niche Gallery at the Perc Tucker until the 20th of May this year and is a great exhibition 
of traditional lawyer cane and grass weavings. 
 
  The first of our art workshops for the year was a traditional rainforest shield (bigin) making  workshop taught by 
Clarence Kinjun held from the 28th to the 30th of March.  The shield-making workshop ran over three days in which participants 
shaped, sanded and made the handle of the shield.  On the first day Clarence spoke to traditional owners and Tully High School 
Indigenous kids about the shield, shield designs and how the shield was used in the past.  The school kids really enjoyed 
having a go at shaping the shields and learnt much more about the local rainforest aboriginal culture.  A second workshop was 
held on the 23rd and the 24th of May in which the participants designed and painted their shields with traditional coloured ochres 
from the area. 
  
 During May we held a 3 day Batik wax and dye workshop at Girringun.   This proved to be a very popular workshop 
with around 20 participants attending the workshop over the three days.  Workshop artists created designs with wax on fabric 
and then dyed scarves, sarongs and T-shirts at the workshop to create amazing wearable artworks. 
 
  Girringun artists also exhibited in the National Native Title Conference Exhibition held from the 6-8th of June.  Artists 
also exhibited at the Hinchinbrook Regional Art Gallery from the 25th of May to the 11th of June. 
 
  And there's more coming up!!! 
 
 Eleven Girringun artists were also selected for the NAIDOC exhibition – 50 Years Looking Forward, Looking Blak, 
being held at COCA (the Contemporary Art Gallery) in Cairns from the 11th of June to the 11th of August.  The official opening of 
the festival will be held on the 6th of July.  Everyone is welcome to attend to support our artists. 
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Project Supervisor:  
 Leigh Pentecost 
Project Officer:   
 Cheryl Grant 
Date of Commencement:   
 February 2007 
Proposed Date for Completion:  
 December 2007 
Traditional Owner Groups involved: 
 Upper Jirrbal; Warrgamay / Bandjin 

Objectives 
 This project has been designed to ensure the 
recording and availability of Traditional Knowledge (TK) 
information, from Elder to younger generations and will 
involve the collection of information by recorders who will be 
trained in this type of data collection and recording.   
 
  The information will be collected in a culturally 
sensitive manner.  The elders providing the information will be 
in control of the management and distribution of any 
information provided to the Recorder/s.  All information will be 
stored in digital and electronic format on a database similar to 
the Cape York TKRP database. 
 

Progress Report 
 Cheryl Grant appointed as Project Officer - 
commenced position in 2/2/07. Attending Steering 
Committee meetings on a quarterly basis. 
  
 Project Officer attended meeting in Herberton 
with members of the Jirrbal Traditional Owner Group.  2 
recorders chosen to participate in project – Susan 
Freeman and James Moran.  Discussed protocols, 
Elders/TOs to be involved; ; further details of what Jirrbal 
would like to have recorded. 
  
 Project Officer to attend a meeting with Bandjin 
and Warrgamay TOs to discuss project.  2 recorders 
from the Bandjin group already engaged – Darren Butler 
Jnr and Dallas Butler.  Troy Whelan has expressed 
interest in recording for the Warrgamay group. 
 
 FANTASTIC workshop held at Yungaburra 12th 
to 16th March – Project Officer and recorders from Jirrbal 
and Bandjin in attendance. 

 
 Ongoing training and support will be provided 
through Balkanu and the Project Officer. 
  
 Another great workshop was held prior to the 
Laura Dance Festival in June.  The Project Officer and 3 
recorders attended.  It is hoped that Girringun will be 
able to submit a case study for viewing, at a tent setup 
by TKRP, for the festival. 
 
 Equipment has been ordered and supplied 
together with a vehicle. 

�

Yungaburra Training Workshop 
Left to Right:  Dallas Butler, Susan Freeman, James 
Moran, Cheryl Grant, Chris Patterson and Darren Butler 
Jnr. 
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Yungaburra Training Workshop 



Caring For CountryÐ Less than 90 Days to Go! 
 
P l e a s e  i m m e d i a t e l y  c h e c k  o u t 
www.caringforcountry.com.au!!! Conference program, 
information on arts involvement and ability to book and 
become involved in this MAJOR NATIONAL event is online. 
 
The Caring for Conference dynamic PROGRAM is about to 
Be launched nationally !  Sessions are confirmed… 
registrations Are flooding in from Tasmania, WA, SA, NSW, 
VIC, NT!  Cardwell Is 95 % booked out already ± bookings 
flooding to Tully & Ingham Now.   
 
it's not too late to totally make your idea for involvement and 
the promotion of your rich cultural heritage a part of this 
event.  With all our new FANTASTIC Caring for Country 
team ± we have the time and ability to assist you in your 
vision. 
 
Stop Press.. Stop Press… Boney M ± almost 90 % signed for 
Sunday 14th October .. joint sponsorship with Palm Island. 
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SALTWATER TOUR 
Far  Left:  Russell Butler Snr 
poi nti ng to f i shtraps—
Hinchinbrook Island; 
M iddle:  Rockingham Bay 
sunset; 
L ef t :   Hinchinbrook—
Cardwell Gap 

MAJOR CARING FOR COUNTRY 
TRAINING PROGRAM 

JUST FOR YOU ! 
 
 Expedition Tour Guide ± full professional training & guiding 
payment ± total just 46min. to max 54 hrs over next 85 days.  
Please call Girringun for Training and Schedule details & 
application.  Limited places.  Sponsored by Great Tropical 
Drive and Department of Communities. 

Jawun Weaving Workshop ± 10-4pm every Wed. month 
of August.  Learn or refine your traditional Jawun weaving 
techniques ± or if you  are a Jumbun weaver ± come and 
join Girramay traditional owner Abe Muriata and create 
your festival Products.  Non-Jumbun Traditional Owners ± 
subsidised rate of just $40 total — workshop program and 
materials included.  Only 10 spaces available ± BOOK 
NOW !  
 
OPENING CEREMONY DANCE WORKSHOPS ± 
Schedule for rehearsal now.  Being finalised ± month of 
August/ September/October. + Customer Service 
Training + Public Speaking Training + Volunteer 
Caring For Country Program-working on site during 
event  - details to follow. 
 
Pls. call Stephanie at Girringun on 07 40668300 for 
further information or to reserve your place in a 
workshop.  

ARE YOU AN ARTIST IN NEED OF MOTIVATION ? 
Want to create work to sell at the Girringun Cultural 
Festival – but just Don’t know where to start? Attend these 
motivational workshops with the aim of PRODUCING 
work. 
 
Professionally re-produce your DESIGN on products ± 
t.shirts, cups, hats?  10am-4pm Friday 27thJuly, Friday 3rd, 
10th and 17th Aug.  Credited TAFE training toward 
Certificate in Art & Design.  $20 registration fee.  
Possibility to participate in loans program for Girringun 
members toward creation of products.  Enrol now Limited 
spaces available. 
 
ART JAM - Original art work on individual products ± eg. 
Plates, boxes, clap sticks 
with Mahala Peach.  Motivational workshop with aim of 
focusing artists to commit to workshop session and create 
products.   Every Tuesday month of August ± 10-4pm 
$10 registration fee ± includes products to be 
painted. 
 
SARONG WORKSHOPS ± month of September by 

ECHO ADVENTURE &  CULTURAL CENTRE 
Far  Left:  Ernie Grant; Left: Echo Creek Walking Track 
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Back Row (from left):  Yvonne Muller (Admin Trainee), 
Nina Dawson (Project Officer), John Hodges (Project Officer),  
Phil Rist (Executive Officer), Rod Nielsen (Spatial 
Information Manager), Linda Lee (Finance Manager). 
 
Front Row (from left):  Cheryl Grant (TKRP Project 
Officer), Will Hyams (PhD Candidate Tourism Program, 
School of Business), Joanne Keune (Conference CoOrdinator), 
Leigh Pentecost (Cultural Heritage & NRM Manager), 
Christine George (Project ManagerÐ Conference & Festival 
Team). 
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New Staff on Community Job Program 
Conference & Festival Unit 

  

 

NAME POSITION CONTACT EMAIL 
John Hodges Arts Project Flame 0424 771 431 artsprojectflame@girringun.com.au 
Clarence Kinjin On Site Artist   clarence@girringun.com.au 

Ludi Geesu 
Arts Project 
Schools 0429 992 126 

artsprojectschools@girringun.com.au 

Gwen Hodges Conference Data 0427 376 301 conferencedata@girringun.com.au 
Stephanie 
Williams 

Administration 
Information 043 2269 111 

info@girringun.com.au 

Lynore Blanco Sponsorships 0428 556 843 sponsorships@girringun.com.au 
Jim Davis Site Manager   sitemanager@girringun.com.au 

Back Row from Left:  Will Hymans, Gwen Hodges, Ludi 
Geesu, John Hodges, Phil Rist, Christine George, Clarence 
Kinjun 
 
Front Row from Left:  Lenore Blanco and Joanne Keune 
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Contact us at: 




